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Don’t forgct our2’s o Annivcrsary 5Pccia/5!

(.uom

CHARTERSFECIAL
25 Years of Yachting [F xcellence

les Qur Zﬁth Annivcrsarg, and % have a Present for Youl
Announcing Qlur 3-Year Annivcrsaty (Celebration!

January i,2008-December31, 2010* #
Qur Gift to You:

Winter (12/15-4/%0): 1 [ree Day with a §~Dag or ]ongcr Charter!
Summer (5/1-12/14): 2 [ree Dags with a §~Day or ]ongcr Charter!

*C}warter must begin onorafter 1,/1,/2008 and end on orbefore 12/31,/2010.

SCHOOL SFECIAL
Januarg i, ZOO8~Deccmbcr 31,2010
Qur Gift to You:
5ai| and Fowcr 5tudcnts Who Graduatc I:rom Our School
Betwecn Januarg I, 2008 and Dcccmbcr 31,2010

Wl” Receive a [Free Nautical Gift bg Weems & Fla’ch.*

* Some restrictions applg.
(Class must bcgin on or after 1,/1,/2008 and end on or before 12/31,/2010.

The weather isbeautiful! Wish you were here! Fall isa great timeto cruise
in Southwest Florida. Come on down for a long weekend or a week-long sail

ﬁ; or power charter or class. And don’t forget to reserve your winter or spring
‘ cruising dates soon! Call 800-262-7939 or Email us at info@swfyachts.com.



mailto:info@swfyachts.com

BERTH ANNOUNCEMENTS!

New to Our Fleet -“HEATHER MICHELLE”

American Tug 34
“Heather Michelle” is named in memory of the owners' beloved daughter and a reminder to take time to
enjoy life. They couldn’t be more pleased than to have you take this beautiful vessel on an enjoyable
cruise. Thispopular pilothouse styling is perfect for a couple or family group to cruisein any kind of
weather. Rain or shine you will live life to the fullest aboard “ Heather Michelle” as you cruise through
the beautiful barrier islands of Southwest Floridal

Berth Date: August 28, 2008
Type of Vessel: American Tug Pilothouse Trawler
Weight at Berth: 20,000 |bs.
Length at Berth: 34 feet

Equipment includes: — =
Sngle Cummins 6 cyl. Diesel, bow thruster, generator, inverter,
Electric stove with oven, refrigerator/ freezer, color flat panel TV, DVD player, stereo with CD player,
GPSwith color chart plotter, radar, autopilot, inflatable with outboard and a whole ot more!

Charter Rates Per Week: Winter $2989 Summer $2393

New to Our Fleet —SEA SHELL I1”
Albin 28 Tournament Express

Berth Date: September 10, 2008

Type of Vessdl: Albin Tournament Express Cruiser
Weight at Berth: 7,500 Ibs.

Length at Berth: 28 feet

Equipment includes:

Sngle Yanmar diesel, trimtabs, Norcold refrigerator, microwave
oven, air conditioning, enclosed head with shower, GPS, radar,
stereo, rod holder, live bait well and more!

il " .

This* Downeast” style vessel is perfect for a day on the water, a fishing trip or a long weekend cruise!
Charter Rate: First Day: Winter $395 Each additional day: $300
Summer $315 $250

&
‘,% "» Coming to Our Fleet thisWinter . .. A'W/
iy“j% ... a 2008 Mainship 40 Expedition and a 2006 Silverton 43 Motor Yacht!

Watch for details!




Froma o Dreamt to Rﬁutitg

bg reid and Diane tyon

Little did 1 lnow when my wife, Dlane, and | signed up with Southwest Florida Yachts in
Fort Myers, Florida in 2007 to Learn how to become fairly proficlent (meaning we have an
awful Lot to learn) in handling a trawler, that we would own a beautiful Tug/Trawler a year
later,

. [ grew up on the water in the Northern Neck of Virginia which is right between the Potomac
River to the north and the Rappahannock River to the south and spent my early days ow crab boats and Later on
sailboats. But even as a kid, t had a love for tugboats and trawlers but it wasnt watil { got tn touch with Vie
and Barb Hansen at SWF Yachts that | realized a dream of having my own could come true.

When ( Initially contacted them, they talked to me about taking two of thelr trawler courses through thelr
educational division, Florida salling § Cruising School.  The courses would trabn us tn basic powerboat
handling and inland powerboat cruising before we ever thought about ownership,  Thankfully we took those
courses under the wise and experienced wing of Captain Chris day who had the patience of a saint ~ particularly
whewn it came to docking a Grand Banks 36. These courses also taught us that we were very comfortable with
trawlers and spending a good deal of thme on one that was ours.

We started Looking tn every cruising and boat related source that we could find that had any information about
trawlers including ownership, plusses and minuses, prices (which oteﬁwiteLg a minus tn many cases),
maintenance, ete.  Frankly, the process began to overwhelm us given that everybody had the best boat for the
bargain of a century and it was havd to trust the process. So, we decided to call Barb and Vie and ask them to
help us out, From owr first tnteractions with them during our trawler courses we kenew we could trust thelr
experience and judgment and asked if they would help us Locate the boat we wanted. They said they would and a
very non-stressful and highly educational process began. We learned the facts about the “deals of the century”,
the hidden costs in trawler ownership, which boats were very high maintenance, and all of the details that ensure
that whatever you buy would meet your expectations.

Glven the criteria that Barb ano Vie recommenden we Located a boat with potential and Vic drove a couple of
hours to tnspect it. His report was clear, honest, and without any hype and, on the basis of the details he provided
and the expert brokerage sevvice they provided, we are now the owners of a beautiful 2004 American Tug Pllot-
House Tug/Trawler — the Heather Michelle. n addition, Barb arranged for captain Charles RYyan, a retived
Navy captain, to teach me all of the systems on Heather Michelle and how to handle her in situations where she
and [ would find ourselves. If You ever have a chance to be a student of Captain Charlie, don't hesitate at all.

But the story does not end here. Dlane and ( Live in Texas and thus would wot be able to use Heather Michelle as
much as we wanted. we also wanted her to stay in Florida for a bit as we were interested in exploring Florida
waters and beyond. So we talked with Barb and Vie about the benefits of having them charter our boat which
would leeep her active, malntained, and crewed only by those who were deemed proficlent in boat handling,
navigation, and so on by a SWFY Captain. n addition, our chartering arangement has the potential of
earning a bit of money that could go a long way toward the attentlon that Heather Michelle will weed every year.

So there it ls. BY working with Barb and Vie and the great people at SWFY, we
Learned how pilot a trawler, we Learned what you should Look for in bugiw@ the boat
of Your dreams, we recelved outstanding and trustworthy representation in
“closing the deal”, and we learmed how our FHeather Michelle can e caved for as she
does her work bn Florida through the owner chartering program.

HEATHER MICHELLE

KINSALE, VA

It’s probably obvious ~ we are very happy with Southwest Florida Yachts.




) (ACHT SALES AND BROKERAGE

Vic Hansen is a licensed Florida Yacht Broker and Barb Hansen is a licensed Florida Yacht
Salesperson. Call us to make an appointment to see any of these lovely yachts or to discuss
any other vessels you may have an interest in owning. http://www.swfyachtsales.com/

All of these yachts are available for private or charter yacht ownership. Ask for details!

FOR SALE

1999 CARVER 356 - TWIN ENGINE
New to the market - $134, 900!
New bimini top and new outboard!
Twin Cummins 330 HP diesels, Westerbeke 7.5 KW generator, electric
stove with oven, refrigerator/ freezer, air conditioning and heat, GPS,
Autopilot, new canvas bimini top, inflatable dinghy with new outboard!

1995 ISLAND PACKET CAT, PACKET CAT 35
REDUCED! $129,900
Just added: New interior cushions;

new cockpit cushions and new bimini & dodger!
Twin Yanmar 27 HP diesels, air conditioning, 12 VDC
refrigeration, GPS, Autopilot, inverter, anchor windlass and morel

1993 ISLAND GYPSY 32
TWIN ENGINE TRAWLER- $99,000-Unbelievable!
All new beautiful salon cushions & curtains!
Twin Volvo 130 HP diesels, Westerbeke 5 kw generator, Air conditioning/heat,

refrigerator/ freezer, electric stove, stereo with CD player, Color TV with VCR,
and Garmin GPS Map.

1999 LINSSEN 320 DUTCH STURDY STEEL TRAWLER-
$198,000 - A small ship that's big on quality and built with

fine Dutch craftsmanship!
Single Volvo 88 hp diesel with bow thruster, dockside air conditioning and
heat, GPS, Autopilot, Dinghy with motor and much more! Ready to cruise!

2003 MAINSHIP 390 TWIN ENGINE TRAWLER
New to the market! $219,6900

Twin Yanmar 240 HP diesels, Kohler 8 kw generator, air
conditioning and heat, refrigerator, stereo with CD Player, color TV
with VCR, autopilot, Radar & GPS!



http://www.swfyachtsales.com/

TWo SFY Yacht owners Cruise the “creat Loop!”

Two of our charter yacht owners have “left the nest” for a crulse around the “Great Loop!” For one couple,
Madison and Marlene Groves this voyage is a 7-8 month sabbatical; while for the other, Bob and Kathy Hunt
it's a 2-year long sojowrn. Last time we brought you the story of the Hunts aboard thelr Matnship 43, “Sootsus
at Sea.”  This month we feature an article by Madison Groves as he and his wife, Marlene cruise aboard their
Grand Banks 42, “joy @ Sea.”

(t was at a business lunch in downtown Minnenpolis that one of my clients,
_Joe Weissenborn had just finished reading the book entitled Honey, Let's
Get a Boat. Both of us are boaters so our conversation always moved to our
favorite pastime topic after taking care of business. [ ordered and read the
book, not rvealizing that the dream and experience chronicled in that book
authored by Ron and Bva Stob would someday become our own.

_Joy @ sea

Looking back from today it is a dream also experienced by hundreds of other boaters. An assoctation founded by
them (Ameriea’s Great Loop Crulsers Assoctation) has about &,000 mendbers who arve planning, going, or have
gone on THE BIG ADVENTURE.

So what s this big acventure? [t is a boat cruise up the Eastern US coast, through much of Eastern Canada and
through the Great Lakes, down the river system starting from Chicago and ending up in Mobile, Alabama,

closing the Loop from where You started.

(n our case, we bought a Grand Banks 42 foot trawler Joy @ Sea. Vie Hanson at
Southwest Florida Yachts helped us in the wegotiation for the boat and Barb
Hansen and her team put the boat lnto bristol condition for thelr clients to
charter and for us to use on our trip. We chose the Motoryacht version of the
Grand Banks because of the very spaclous aft cabin. SWFY chartered it to thelr
clients for about 1€ months before we took possession of it to begin our journey
from Ft. Myers, Florida.

Marlene § Madison

Exploving Ameriea by boat is much different from, say doing it from a car or an RV. (n a boat, You arvive into
a city's waterfront which s usually the wmost beautiful part of the avea. But if you're not into downtown
waterfronts, there is the quiet anchorage which is usually framed in o beautiful sunset at the end of the days
Jowrney). Then there are the spectacular views Like those along the small craft channel of Georglan Bay, ontarlo,
canada. Owne of our favorite anchorages so far has beew in a bay of the North Channel by Johns tsland.

Marinas and anchorages are ample throughout the 6,000 miles of coastal, tntra-coastal, and viver routes. Our
prefevence was wmarinas, accounting for about €0% of our overnight accommodations. A number of city’s have
free dockes for boaters Like us, including one in Jolliet, Illinols who also added electricity.

Bvery day brings its own fresh set of surprises, most of them good. The bad ones are made easier when You
realize that you really do have that needed spare part for the generator whew the belt breaks. Of course, there are
marine techniclans usually nearby if things get too complex.

As of right now, we are about 2/3rds through our adventure and can say without a doubt that it has exceeded our
expectations in almost every way. (f You are thinking about doing the Loop, the best time to start planning
Ls now.




TAKE TIME; MAKE TIME

53 Barb [Hansen

T ime and tide wait for no man. Nor this woman. |'m not worried about the tides but, Jadies and gcntlcmen | could sure use
more time.

| know time can't give us more of itself. Je flows rcgularlg and incscaPablg forward. Thcre is no turning back the clock or the
calendar. ] wag my Finger and Preach to Peoplc to make time to go cruising. E)ut, ] confess hcrc, brothers and sisters ] fail to
live 133 the gospcl of relaxation mgselp.

My ]ntcrnct connection was out for sevcral dags rccentlg. ] felt awFul. ] couldn't receive emails. Worse 9et, ] couldnt
answer the emails ] couldnt receive. Woulc] my customers consider me rude or think that ] viewed their messages as
unimPor‘tant? I called on the cgbergods, and my IT guy to set me free.

] could have seen this unexpectcd lost connection as a welcome oPPortunitg to rearrange my schedule so \/ic and ] could go
on a short cruise. Or magbc we could take the dag oﬂ:just togo {:isl”ling. No, Barb, no, said the voice in my head. You must
check things off of your to-do list and neithcrﬁshing nor cruising is on your to-do list tor:]ay.

|'m not Particularlg fond of my to-do list; however, | manage to bcg, borrow and steal time away from other ’chings in order to
accomplish those inexhaustible tasks. ] have to get the car serviced, go to the dentist, send a card to so and so, register a
boat, buy some office supplics, take the cat to the vet, take the c]og to the groomer, Piclc up this, drop off that, and then get
to the office. Hurrg, Barb.

] live in a world of multi~tas|<ing mania. [ vena walk to the mailbox requircs a stop to fill up the cat food, bag up the trash,
and Pu“ aweed or two. thn we lived on our boat we didn’t even have a mailbox ~ ora cat or a 3arc] for that matter. AI'IH'\,
life was simplc. Don’t get me wrong, Though. E)oth our home and our business are near and dear to my heart. Morc than
twenty years in our home and 25 years in business ~ where does the time go?

My Dac] turned 90 in SCPtember. “Time marches on,” he says. “Take time to smell the roses,” he Prcaches. Hc knows
about time. ] should listen.

Yet, there is much to do. MH to-do list grows as quicl(lg as my grass with the summer rains.

For now, though it can wait. SIOW down, E)arb. Thcre is time tci cruise, Fish, read and gardcn. ]J ust have to make the time.

Coming in December . . .
. . . Rosborough RF-246 Sedan Cruiser with Single 175 hp Suzuki Outboard!

Perfect for a day cruise or a week-long getaway, this small ship many of the amenities
of her big sisters including: bow thruster, dockside air conditioning, Raymarine electronics,
auto pilot, fully-equipped galley, opening ports & hatches and more!
Charter Rate: First Day: Winter $395 Each additional day: $300
Summer $315 $250




| ‘American
Sailing

Hg-Association®

Announcing, .-
ASA Winter 2009 Sailing Flotilla in Southwest [Floridal

Cruise tl'irough the barrier islands of beautiful Southwest [lorida with other ASA
members! | his bareboat flotilla is clcsignccl to introduce sailors to a new charter destination where thcg will be
accomPanic:cl by alead boat and tl‘ucg will have the oPPortunitg to meet cruisers from all across the countrg‘ Wc
will Participatc in this event (the first ASA flotilla in Southwest [Florida) 133 oFFcring our sailing 5ac}1ts for
charterfor this sPccia| wcek~]ong vacation afloat!

There will be P|anncd events througl'xout the week at some of the most beautiful cruising destinations in the

world! Watch for details at www.swmcqachts.com or www.flsailandcruiseschool.com or call us at 1-800-262-79%9!

(SOUTHWEST FLORIDA YAGHTS )

Gaprerionce the Poating Lofe!”

3444 Marinatown Lane N.W. * North Fort Myers FL 33903
1-800-262-7939 * 239-656-1339 * Emall: info@swfyachts.com
www.swfyachts.com * www.flsailandcruiseschool.com
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